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Minister of information and broad-
casting C M Ibrahim’'s move asking
Doordarshan to be self-sufficient is
an unreasonable one. This has
put Doordarshan in an odd situ-
ation as it is being asked to check
its advertising revenue. No national

“shannel should be put in such an
- atdverse situation given the kind of

consumerism that is being promoted
by TV in general. The State should
Sfeel some obligation to support the
national broadeaster without for-
getting the public utility aspect if
not fully at least partially, says
Dr N Bhaskar Rao, Chairmar,
Centre for Media Studies, in con-
versation with Shardah Uniyal.

EBHow would yvou rate the ac-
ceptance of Doordarshan pro-
grammes vis a vis programmes
dished out by the other chan-
nels.

Doordarshan is as good or as bad
as any other foreign channel. It
has very good as well as sub-
standard programmes. Unfortu-
nately the sub-standard ones are
remembered more than the good
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B How can these be can im-
proved in terms of content and
presentation?

There is an immediate need for
decentralisation of the operations
particularly news I think private
producers should be allowed to
take up more newsrelated and
current affairs items so that the
news items are more diverse as
well as more aspects of the news
itemns are covered.
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news slis carry fewer wvisuals

than posible.

The consnts of the programmes

also nee fo be reviewed. The

contents hould be locally relevant

what Durdarshan is doing today
is that 5 programmes basically
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requirements of the viewers.
Do you think it will be advis:ble
to list more private produers
for different programmes,

Yes, the more the hbetter. But
they should be from far fing
corners we have so much taent

be
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cramped. wtth ads more than the
programmes produced by theﬁ
foreign producers. Do [¥o
agree? g
As mmpﬁred to the channel’
the West, [ don’t -think that
Doordarshan is crowded with p.‘ls
H-:}v.mfer,;t*'l do agree that f
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Ti ! Main Main, Ramaya
Malabharai, Panchatantra should
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not/be purely entertaining as the
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ation as it is being asked to check
its advertising revenue. No national
Ymnnef should be put in such an
adverse situation gmen the kind af
consumerism that is being promaoted
by TV in general. The State should
feel some obligation to support the
national broadcaster without for-
getting the public utility aspect if
not fully at least partially, savs
Dr N Bhaskar Rao, Chairman,
Centre for Media Studies, in con-
versation with Shardah Unival.

EHow would vou rate the ac-
ceptance of Doordarshan pro-
grammes vis a vis programmes
dished out by the other chan-
nels.
Doordarshan is as good or as bad
as any other foreign channel. It
has wvery good as well as sub-
standard programmes. Unfortu-
nately the sub-standard ones are
membered more than the good
23,
B How can these be can im-
proved in terms of content and
presentatinn‘>
There iz an immediate” need for
decentralisation of the operations
particularly news I think private
producers should be allowed to
take up more news-related and
current affairs items so that the
news items are more diverse as
well as more aspects of the news
items are covered.
Also, the concept of scheduling of
programmes is outdated. Policy
in this regard needs to be reviewed
ie depending upon local people’s
lifestyles, there needs and aspir-
ations.,
Repgarding the presentation of news
in the Doordarshan, although it
has come a long way but still
retains radio-orientation especially
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to be reviewed. The
dhould be locally relevant
darshan is doing today
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requirements of the viewers)

Do you think it will be advis{ble
to list more private produlers

for different programmes.
Yes, the more the better. But
they should be from far fling
corners we have so much tdent

focus | Delhi and Bombay life
and pele. There is a need for
the pyrammes to have a wide
canvagnd reflect much larger
sectioff people.

B Coldering the wide reach
of Doflarshan and the varied

in the country. Also they should
be given fair chance to create
what they want to create there
should be very less interference
in there working.

M There is a feeling that
Doordarshan programmes are
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